EVERYONE HAS A PART TO PLAY
With a little preparation, good environmental practices on residential building sites are easy to achieve and provide a simple way to reduce damage to the environment. 
The first step of this process involves ensuring that the building site is correctly set up in the early stages. 

The following list of guidelines should be followed when setting up a site: 
· a complete temporary fence with a single access point
· screenings to stabilise the entrance

· a toilet
· a bin with a lid

· sediment fencing or sausages

· a properly formed driveway or a temporary crossover
· a properly situated pit for clean up of paint, plaster and concrete.
Once these requirements are in place every tradesman who works at the site should be responsible for properly using the facilities provided. If a facility is knocked down the tradesman involved should restore them or if they are full or damaged, the site supervisor should be notified.
The local council also has a part to play. Most councils have local laws which require measures to be taken to protect the environment. Councils need to talk regularly to builders to ensure the correct procedures are being followed. Builders who ignore their local laws are at risk of having sanctions imposed against them.
Every individual can make a difference, but the more people that play their part the greater the difference will be.
You can obtain a free DVD and booklet which provides simple suggestions regarding the best practice for residential construction and the environment by contacting Gary Mogford on 8626 8794 or by email at gary.mogford@sustainability.vic.gov.au 
